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Niche Research - Top Sites
In this article I am going to show you how to look at ʻtop sitesʼ to generate a list of niche ideas. 
Now there are many different Top Sites on the Internet, but in this article, I want to show you 
the main four sites that I browse to get a spark of an idea...

Amazon Best Sellers

This site is an absolute fantastic source of niche ideas. It is split into 30 categories and 
contains the best selling items in each category. Most categories are also subdivided into 
several more categories as well.

Now the first place I usually hit is the books section, but you should definitely look over all the 
other categories as you will be amazed at what can spark an idea.

So, taking a look at the overall best selling books today, I saw a couple that could be potential 
niches:
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So four potential ideas in the top 100, not bad, but when you start going through the other 
categories, you can easily make a list of 50 possible ideas in half an hour or so. Here are a 
few examples I found in a few minutes.
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Now obviously we donʼt know how good these niches are, but remember, we are only trying to 
get ideas, completely without editing, or prejudice.

Shopping.com Top Searches

This is good site if you are looking to create Web 2.0 pages just with the intention of selling 
affiliate products. Now donʼt turn your nose up at this, it is quite easy to spot a trend here, put 
up a couple of ʻreviewʼ pages on Web 2.0 sites, get them indexed and ranked on page one of 
Google in less than a week. 
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If you are creating pages around specific models then traffic can be short lived, but you can 
earn a decent short term income from this. Personally I prefer to build a series of pages 
around a ʻtypeʼ of product, and then review multiple items in that category.

The best thing about this site though is that it gives you a list of keywords that have been 
used to find the item, for example, if we look at ʻPopcorn Makersʼ then you get the following 
keywords:

(in-fact in this category, it gives you the top 500 keywords used to search. Again, if you run 
these through GTrends you can quickly see if it is a market worth going after).
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eBay Hot Items Report

The eBay Hot Items report is a PDF download which is updated monthly and lists the top 
areas by category. Now a lot of the categories are pretty obvious, but large niches (such as 
camcorders, digital photography etc.), but the key to getting an idea is not to think of the items 
as products, but go lateral and think about niche as a whole.

For example, telescopes is a big niche but there are lotʼs of other ideas that can come from 
that...

How to name a star.
How to buy a piece of the moon.
How to profit from meteorites.
How to build your own radio telescope.
How to build your own observatory.

Now these ideas may all stink, but remember, just jot the ideas down and edit later.

Squidoo Top Lenses

Allʼs fair in love and business, and what better place to start looking for niche ideas than on an 
existing Web 2.0 site where content is ranked by popularity. Remember, most people are not 
in this to make money, most people create content on Web 2.0 sites because they are 
passionate about their subject.

So looking at the Squidoo Top 100 today I can see a couple of potential ideas...

How to date a millionaire.
Getting married in Las Vegas.
Tuscan gardens.
Build your own backyard pond.
How to run a successful Cafe Press shop.

So there you have it, four great sites to get some ideas from.
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